BALLET BOY
By James M Buckley
Meet James………..

James is seven and he loves to dance.

He dances when he eats his breakfast, he dances when he eats his lunch and he dances when he eats his tea.  He even dances in his sleep.  James loves to DANCE…………..

Dancing makes James very happy.   He goes to lessons twice every week.

BUT……

The children at James’ School don t play with James because he dances.  They are nasty to him and call him ‘Ballet Boy.’  At Playtime he doesn’t have anyone to play with.  James feels lonely and bad inside, he doesn’t look forward to Playtimes.  He walks around on his own.   The boys won t let him play football as he isn’t very good at it.
‘Go away Ballet Boy’ they say.

James wants to cry and wishes he could have a friend.

…..the story ends…..
The week of the show arrived.  James was tired after performing every night but he went to School everyday.  On the Friday he over heard some of the Boys and Girls in his class talking about going to see the show that weekend.  His heart sank he would be a laughing stock on Monday.

As James walked into School on Monday morning his tummy was doing somersaults.   He wondered what new name they would have made up for him.

As he walked into his Classroom a big cheer erupted. 

‘James you were fantastic.’

‘James we loved your show.’  
‘James we didn’t know you could sing.’
‘We always thought you wore a Ballet Dress like a girl, we didn’t know how good you were.’

‘We think your going to be famous.’

James couldn’t believe his ears.  Was he dreaming?  Everyone liked him. 

It was the happiest day James had ever had a School.  Everyone wanted to talk to him.

At last the Children realised it was ok to be different.  Just because James enjoyed something different to other Boys it didn’t make him a bad person.  They found that James was fun to be with and he made a kind, caring friend.  After all, James knew what it felt like to be lonely.
Remember always………

LOOK FOR LONELINESS

